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Buy Smart – Green Procurement for Smart Purchasing

Draft for a sustainable purchasing policy

(a) Procurement plays an important part in the institutional policies for sustainable development, energy savings, CO2 emission reduction and climate change mitigation. These aspects have to be taken into account in all procurement activities. For the protection of our natural livelihood, energy efficient and environmentally friendly products are to be purchased with priority. 

(b) The most economical offer is to be determined by looking at the life-cycle costs of a product, taking into account inter alia the energy costs over the life-span of the product. Suitable typical usage patterns are to be considered. 

(c) The application of more ambitious target criteria as defined in several eco-efficiency initiatives
 as well as the adherence with additional environmental criteria
 is to be aimed at.

(d) In the assessment of the received offers, the more ambitious target criteria and the environmental criteria should be weighted with at least 30 but not more than 45 % of the overall score. The life-cycle costs are to be weighted with at least 50 % of the overall score. If in particular cases these principles can not be respected, this has to be justified. The environmental manager is to be informed. 

(e) Purchasing criteria for selected product groups:

Office Equipment

The selected appliance must belong to the top 25 % concerning energy efficiency among the appliances of its class. Normally, this is being verified by meeting the criteria of the Energy Star label.
 

Additionally, the adherance to other environmental criteria should be aimed at. 

Household appliances

Any household appliance must at least have the EU energy label of the second best class available for the specific appliance category (minimum criterion).

As an additional target criterion, the appliance should have the EU energy label of the best class available for the specific appliance category. 

Lighting

Lamps which have to carry the EU energy label must at least have the energy label of the second best class available for the specific lamp type (minimum criterion).

As an additional target criterion, the lamp should have the EU energy label of the best class available for the specific lamp type.

If halogen lamps are being purchased, they must use the infra red coating (IRC) technology or alternative technologies which are at least as energy efficient.

Outdoor lamps must use ballast with low losses. Mercury vapour lamps may not be purchased.

Green power

To meet the climate change mitigation targets, an adequate share of the electric power consumed should be generated from power generation on the basis of renewable energy sources. 

The share is adequate when it complies at least with the EU reference values for the RES share in the electricity mix of a specific country for 2010.
 

An additional environmental benefit is to be achieved through the guarantee of the provider, that at least a share of 30 % of the green power sold has been generated in facilities not older than 6 years, counted from the starting date of the power delivery contract.

[optional: No part of the delivered power may come from nuclear power generation; the power generation does not produce radioactive waste.]

Vehicles

The vehicle to be procured must belong to the 50 % most efficient  vehicles of its class concerning CO2 emissions. The vehicle must at least comply with the current exhaust emission standard for motor vehicles (mandatory criteria).

As additional target criteria, the vehicle should belong to the 25 % most efficient vehicles concerning CO2 emissions.
 Furthermore, the vehicle should comply with the exhaust emission standard for motor vehicles after the next adaptation of the norm (if the respective vehicles are already available).
The Lifetime Costs Calculator of the European Comission should be used to calculate the operational lifetime costs of a vehicle. This calculation tool was developed according to the methodology defined in the Clean and Energy Efficient Vehicles Directive 2009/33/EC. The calculator can also be used by persons / organisations not subject to the Directive and therefore have a wider influence on purchasing behaviour.

The lifetime costs for energy consumption, CO2 emissions and pollutant emissions are monetised and calculated by multiplying the lifetime mileage by the corresponding value of energy consumption or emission per kilometre and by the respective cost per unit of energy or emission. Several options are included in the tool enabling the user to select the type of vehicle and to enter or choose different values from a list.

The calculator can be downloaded here: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/urban/vehicles/directive/calculator_en.htm 
[optional: 20 % of the newly purchased vehicles use alternative propulsion or fuel types].

Closing remark

Additional energy and cost savings – even with very energy efficient products – can be achieved through energy management and training measures. 







� 	For example � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecotopten.de" ��www.ecotopten.de�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.topten.info" ��www.topten.info�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.office-topten.de" ��www.office-topten.de� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.buy-smart.info" ��www.buy-smart.info�.


� 	For example as defined by the EU ECO-Label (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eco-label.com" ��www.eco-label.com�) or the RAL environmental sign (� HYPERLINK "http://www.blauer-engel.de" ��www.blauer-engel.de�).


� 	    www.eu-energystar.org.  


�  	Normally, the best available class of the EU energy label is class A, the second best class B. For refrigerators and freezers, the best class is A++, the second best is A+.�For washing machines, the best class is A+, which has been established in the context of a voluntary agreement on reducing energy consumption of domestic washing machines by the European industry for domestic appliances. The second best class is the official class A energy label for washing machines. 


� 	As defined in Directive 2001/77EC: BE: 6,0%; DK: 29,0%; DE: 12,5%; GR: 20,1%; ES: 29,4%; FR: 21,0%; IE: 13,2%; IT: 25,0%; LU: 5,7%; NL: 9,0%; AT: 78,1%; PT: 39,0%; FI: 31,5%; SE: 60,0%; UK: 10,0%.


� 	Respective reference lists are to be identified on the national level. 
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